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WORTLEY

MARCH 2025
MARCH Services at St. Leonards
Sunday 2nd March 

Holy Communion  with Rev. Chris Herbert   at 11am
Wednesday 5th March

Ash Wednesday Service with Rev. Chris Herbert  at 7.30pm
Sunday 9th March
 
Holy Communion  with Rev. C. Herbert   at 6.30pm
Sunday 16th March

Holy Communion  with Rev. C. Herbert   at 11am

Sunday 23rd March

Special early Mothering Sunday Service with Ian Watson  at 11am
Sunday 30th March   JOINT BENEFICE SERVICE HOLY TRINITY THURGOLAND at  10.30am

EVERYONE WELCOME, PLEASE COME AND JOIN US

+++++++

Other Events
SATURDAY 15th MARCH to SATURDAY 22nd  MARCH AT ST. LEONARDS’ CHURCH
A DISPLAY OF ART BY THE TALENTED CHILDREN OF THURGOLAND SCHOOL
OPEN TO VIEW ON SATURDAY 15TH and 22ND BETWEEN 11AM AND 1PM

AND ON WEDNESDAY 19TH  BETWEEN 11am and 3PM
PRESENTATION OF PRIZES AND CELEBRATION OF THE CHILDREN’S WORK 

ON THURSDAY 20TH MARCH AT 6.30PM
+++++++
EVERY WEDNESDAY between 11am and 3pm St. Leonards is open to visitors and there is a TEA and CHAT Session between 1 and 3pm

A WARM WELCOME ALWAYS OFFERED TO ALL
+++++++
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NEWS FROM THE BELFRIES
OF ST. LEONARD’S and ST. PETER’S
Wortley Tower News 

Plans - A Ringing Outing

A new year and plans are being made by our team to do something different.

We are going to have a ringing outing to Derbyshire. Bell ringing teams and individual ringers throughout the UK often visit other churches to take part in ringing their bells. Rather unkindly know as Tower Grabbing it is nevertheless a very interesting extra element of ringing church bells. A bit like collecting train numbers, ringers collect towers. Wortley team will be having a day out in May to ring at Castleton and Hope in the morning. This will be followed by a pub lunch. In the afternoon ringing will be at Hathersage and then Bamford in the Peak. Later in the year we will report back on how it all went.

And - Building in Resilience

The team are looking to future proof the running of the ringing. Andrew is teaching and coaching others to conduct the ringing and for the band to be self-sufficient so that regardless of who is there the ringing will continue. There will always be times when people have other commitments and having people in the band to take over is important.  It is part of future proofing our team which is so important. Our lovely bells must continue to be rung for another 132 years.

Snow in the Tower

The snow took a long time to thaw out in Wortley in January and as usual some snow had blown into the Belfry. That eventually thawed and everything became a little damp up there for a few days. The tower is built to cope with this. The floor of the belfry is covered in lead sheet to stop the water going down to the lower floors. On two sides of the tower there are pipes that direct the water from the floor back outside. If you look at the tower walls on the West and East sides, you can just see the ends of the drainpipes poking out of the wall. Now you know what they are there for.

St Mary Worsbrough

Some of our team have been applying their steeple-keeping skills to carry out some remedial maintenance work on the un-ringable three bells in the tower of St Mary’s Worsbrough. Working under the guidance of the Diocese Bells Advisor a lot of cleaning, oiling and painting has been carried out. The bells are much easier to chime now. The Church has a long-term desire to get these bells back to full circle ringing in the future. The church clock is also showing the correct time, for the first time in a number of years.

Tankersley Tower News

The bells were rung for the funeral of our ringing friend Trevor Lee. Chimed open (un-muffled) prior to the funeral service then rung half-muffled afterwards. We have no idea if half-muffled ringing has ever taken place at St Peter’s in the past. If it has it will have been a very long time ago as the bells have to be rung full circle to achieve that effect. The ringers there on the day were his friends from the Tankersley and Wortley bell ringing teams. 

Shrove Tuesday 4th March – The Pancake Bell

We will be ringing the Pancake Bell on Shrove Tuesday again this year.  Come and Ring the Pancake Bell with us at 11am on Tuesday 4th March in St Peter’s Church. You are invited to take part, and anyone can come along and have a go under supervision of our ringers. You can have a look up the tower as well if you wish. Children must be accompanied by a parent or carer.  

Learn to ring with us.  At either Wortley or Tankersley – Telephone Andrew our tower captain on: 07733005526, email: wortleytower@gmail.com or tankersleytower@gmail.com There are Facebook pages for Wortley and Tankersley bell ringers, Instagram feeds for both and Wortley ringers have a Twitter account now just called X, @Wortleytower.  Andrew will reply to you and arrange a visit, tower tour and training sessions.
